
128. The Kiss 
Gustav Klimt. 1907-1908 C.E. Oil and gold leaf on canvas 
 

 
 Video at Khan Academy 
 5 ‘ 11” x 5’ 11” 
 Art Nouveau  . . .Vienna Secession . . .Arts and Crafts movement 
 Klimt's use of gold was inspired by a trip he had made to Italy in 1903. When he 

visited Ravenna he saw the Byzantine mosaics in the Church of San Vitale. For 
Klimt the flatness of the mosaics and their lack of perspective and depth only 
enhanced their golden brilliance, and he started to make unprecedented use of 
gold and silver leaf in his own work. 

 Content: couple locked in intimacy, while the rest of the painting dissolves into 
shimmering, extravagant flat pattern. The two figures are situated at the edge 
of a patch of flowery meadow. The man wears a robe with black and white 
rectangles irregularly placed on gold leaf decorated with spirals. He wears a 
crown of vines while the woman is shown in a tight-fitting dress with flower-
like round or oval motifs on a background of parallel wavy lines. Her hair is 
sprinkled with flowers and is worn in a fashionable upsweep; it forms a halo-
like circle that highlights her face, and is continued under her chin by what 
seems to be a necklace of flowers. 

 The man's head ends very close to the top of the canvas, a departure from 
traditional Western canons that reflects the influence of Japanese prints, as 
does the very simplified composition. 

 Highlight of his “Golden Period” 
 Sold before even finished for a record (at the time: $240,000) . . . 50 times more 

than any painting in Austria had sold previously 
 Another (less famous ) Klimt painting sold for a record $135 million in 2006 
 Klimt's use of gold calls back to the kinds of religious art found in churches. 

Using gold leaf here to celebrate the earthly pleasures and sensuality of 
sexuality was considered by some profane. 
* is it himself and his wife? Adele Bloch-Bauer? Or the “Red Hilda”? 
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 Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer I (1907) 


